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COMPFTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTOM, D.C. 384
. .D':. 3 lé%q
$-178510 | Juns 20, 1973
Mr. Pliis W. Edvaxds T N
15487 Ohio .
Deiroit, Michigan 48238
Dear ¥z, Edvarda: - . N

Your lstter of April 9, 1973, requeats that we reconsider our
Settlemont Cartificate dated Hnreh 29, 1973, by vhich your clsim for
trwol expanses and per diem incident to temporary duty travel ydu

» £00k as an employes of the United States Army Tank-Automotive
Ctm;md (USAS'ACON), Warrem,.Michignn, was disallowed., In accordamce
with your request we havs raviewed the entire 241 relative to your

The record indicates that you wers scheduled to attend the Defense
Mvanced Inveutory Hansgemsnt course at the Army Lozistics Management
Centor (USALMC) in P¢. loe, Virginia, beginning Augus( 30, 1971, Travel
Order No, 4392 to rhat effact was issued August 10, 1971, authoriring
travel by .rivztely cwnad vahicle from Datzoit, Michigan, to Ft. Lee
Prior to your departura, hovover, your installation was notified by
USALMC that voar acceptance for sttondance at the course had baen cxn~
called and, ac.ording to & memorandun frcluded in the file, you were
notified of this fact Dy taelephona by kr. Hicheel P, Andaraon, Acting
Unit Chief, on August 24, 1971, It is further shown by two namorandume

- dated August 20, 1971, ono signed by Mr, B, Biogel, Section Chief, and

anothexr by Mx. /aderson, that on August 26 you wore aguin notified
orally over thu ‘elaphone that your attendance at tha courase had baen
cancalled, Accordirg o those mamoxandums, in responss to your asser-
tiou that the cancellation action was arbitrary ard that you wanted
written confirartion of tha cancellatfon, you wers informed that a
speciol dolivaery lottor withdrawing your travel ordars had been went
you om Auguat 25, 1971, by cogistered msil. Attempted delivery of that
Jattor on August 28, 1971, was unsuccesaful, apparently bacause you had
already departed for Pt. Lus. Tho vecord further shows tlat you were
in & leave status and did mot report to work between the time that
notice of the cancollation was recsived at USATACOM apd the tioce you
dW:d for ¥t. Las, . . .

Upon arrival at Ft, Lse on August 29, 1971, you wers told that your
attendanuce in tho couvsc had boen cancelled and you were Zurnished copics
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of the notice of cancallation. You arrived back in Datroit om August 30,
1971, It is your con’ention that since you did not receive written notice
of the cencellation prior to your departuze oo August 28 you ara entitlnd
to poxr diem and travel expanses for your travel f0 Yt. Les and xeturn to
Deatroit, Inclwled in ths £ile is your signed statement t¢ tha effect that
you did not "receiva a telephone conversation' om August 24, 1971, advis-
ing ylu of tha cancellatiom.

The regulations governing tha uso of traval orders are contained in
chapter 2 of Voluma 2 of the Joint Travel Ragulations. Paragraph C2034
thereof provides as followmsi

An issued travel order under which official travel
bas bean perforand cannot bs rescinded, Iowever,
rescission of an issued travel order is allowed to
the extent of all or any part of officisl travel
that has not been performed under a travel order.

Thera is no requiremcat in that paragraph or any othar in chapter 2 that
a vescission be communicated to an employea ir writing before it can ba
effactive to reacind a previoualy issuved writton traval order, It is
recoguized undexr paragrapl. C2051 that travel may bs wmdertaken in rali-
ance on proper oral authority, and it follows that such authority can

.also effectively rescind an emplcoyes's travel oxders upon commmmication

of that fac: to the amployes privr to coumencesent of the travel. In

this cese the record indicates that you weru informad by your cupervisors
at least 2 days tefore you left Detroit that your attendance in the train-
ing courss had been cancellad and that your travel orders wers baing

. rescinded, Appareutly you do not dispute this, even though you may not

hava veceived a telophone conversation to that affact on tha spacific date
of August 24, 1971, Accorxdingly thare eaxints no basis for authoriszation
of paymant of traval expenses or per diem for traval undertakea in dios-
rvegard of the oral notification of rescission of the travel orders,

In view of the above, the previous disalioweance of your claim must
be sustainaed. :

' Einceraly yours, .

Paul G. Dembling .

For the Comptroller General .
of tha United States
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